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Gearhart Golf Links turns over operations to Greenway

By DON ANDERSON
For The Daily Astorian

GEARHART — “It’s a
gem that is being polished,”
said Tim Boyle, CEO of
Columbia Sportswear and
co-owner of Gearhart Golf
Links at an open house
reception at the golf course
last week. Friends of the golf
course gathered in the club-
house for hors d’oeuvres fol-
lowed by an invitation-only
dinner.

Oregon’s oldest golf
course has been owned by
the Boyles for years, but the
family is turning it over to
Greenway Golf for everyday
operations to give the course
added appeal and publicity.

“The setting here is
unique. To have a facility
along the ocean in a links-
style course — you don’t find
that in a lot of places,” said
Greenway Chief Operations
Officer Ken Campbell. “It’s
history — the fact that it’s
the oldest golf course in Ore-
gon — brings a lot of histor-
ical perspective that attract-
ed us to it. The relationship
with the ownership was the
other attraction,” he said.

Just 82 years before peo-
ple started playing golf on
the coastal plains of Gearhart,
members of the Lewis &
Clark Expedition were a few
miles away, making salt for
the expedition’s food sup-
ply in the winter of 1805-06.

Maybe that can be one of
the “fun-themed” event pack-
ages in store for the new and
improved Gearhart golf expe-
rience, said members of
Greenway.

Maintaining the histori-
cal significance of Gearhart
Golf Links will play a big
role in the new image being
created by Boyle.

“The goal is to just

expose lots of people to the
golf course, and make sure
that everybody has a terrific
experience here,” Boyle said.
“And making sure people tell
their friends what a phe-
nomenal experience it is to
play on the oldest course in
Oregon.

‘“This golf
course is an
unbelievable
gem that not
enough people
know about.

— Tim Boyle

co-owner, Gearhart
Golf Links

“They’ve been playing
golf at Gearhart since 1892,
which makes it the oldest
place they’ve been playing
golf west of the Mississippi.”

According to gearhart-
golflinks.com, “legend has
it that Gearhart Golf Links
began life in about 1888,
starting out as a few holes of
true Links golf amongst the
seaside meadows that char-
acterize the North Oregon
Coast.

“Golf, somewhat new to
the U.S., came to Gearhart
by way of visitors to the
bustling resort who had
experienced the game in
Europe and found Gearhart’s
meadows the perfect setting.
By 1892, golf was a regular
pastime for guests of the
Hotel Gearhart on the three-
hole course just across the
street.”

In 1901, at the hands of
Marshall Kinney, Gearhart
was officially opened as a
nine-hole course. From 1913
to 1915, Gearhart grew to 18

Shrine game to be
rebroadcast tonight

The 59th annual East- West
Shriners All-Star football
game, played Aug. 6 in Baker
City, will be rebroadcast at 5
p-m. today on Root Sports
Northwest (formerly Fox
Sports Northwest).

Astoria’s Chance Banta and
Jake Davis, along with Knap-
pa’s Bryan Sablan, all played
in the game, which features
the top seniors in the state
(4A level and below) from
the 2010 season.

Banta and Davis both
made big plays throughout
the game for the West squad,
while an interception by
Sablan set up a touchdown
for the West, which defeated
the East 20-6.

Sablan picked off Baker
quarterback Jesse Brown on
the first possession of the sec-
ond half and returned the ball
to the 4-yard line, setting up
a one-play scoring drive that
gave the West a 7-6 lead.

holes and began a long her-
itage as one of the state’s
premiere golf venues.

Campbell said, “To be
able to play golf where they
played for the first time in
Oregon, right here on this
land ... from a golfer’s per-
spective, that’s pretty unique
and special.”

In late 2010, when the
new family partnership of
Gearhart Golf Links came
into existence, the Boyles
sought out a firm to make a
good thing better.

“This golf course is an
unbelievable gem that not
enough people know about,”
Boyle said. “The folks at
Greenway are going to help
us run the golf course. None
of us know how to run a golf
course and they are experts at
it. The changes are improve-
ments and polishing the great
golf course we already have.”

The new General Manag-
er and Director of Golf, Jason
Bangild, has been managing
a variety of golf courses for
many years. Greenway,
which has 19 golf proper-
ties, specializes in taking
over the day-to-day opera-

tions of golf courses, and
improving their greens and
fairways.

“Greenway has built their
reputation on turf grass man-
agement. They are experts in
that field,” Bangild said.
“The overall structure of the
golf course won’t change.
It’s not going to get longer;
they’re not going to remove
bunkers or anything crazy
like that. But they are going
to improve the playability
of the golf course, improve
the quality of the bent grass
in the greens, and improve
drainage. Those two simple
things will improve the
playability of the golf
course,” he said.

“It’s taking all the details
of the property and building
on them, making them bet-
ter, making it a fun golf
experience, something people
want to do multiple times
on their trip to the coast,”
added Campbell.

Said Boyle, “There are
some people who come out
from Portland and ask,
‘When did you put this golf
course here?’ 1892, I tell
them.”

DON ANDERSON — For The Daily Astorian
Jason Bangild, general manager for Greenway Golf at
Gearhart Golf Links sits with his son Tyler in one of the golf
carts.

DON ANDERSON — For The Daily Astorian

From left, Jason Bangild, general manager and director of golf for Greenway Golf at Gearhart; Joe and Tim Boyle, own-
ers of Gearhart Golf Links; and Ken Campbell, chief operating officer of Greenway Golf stand in front of the ninth-hole
fairway at Gearhart Golf Links during the open house reception Aug. 10.
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